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CONSIDEPvATION 

"  It  may  be  they  will  consider." — Ezek.  xii.  3. 


"What  !  is  it  come  to  this  ? — "  It  may  be." — Do  tliey 
then  live  without  consideration? — But  can  it  be? — 
they  are  rational  beings,  capable  of  consideration. — 
Do  they  really  exercise  no  thoughtfulness,  no  reflec- 
tion, no  forethought  ?  Do  they  move  on  regardless 
of  what  is  behind,  before,  around  them?  Are  they 
to  be  taken  by  surprise  by  whatever  may  occur  ?  If 
it  be  for  their  good  must  it  come  without  a  desire,  an 
effort  ?  If  it  be  for  evil  must  it  come  unexpectedly 
and  without  any  provision  made  to  avert  it  ?  Ah ! 
the  old  complaint  which  Grod  himself  made  of  Israel 
is  still  true  to  an  awful  extent,  "  My  people  doth  not 
consider." 

But  is  the  matter  in  hand  important  ?  is  it  worthy 
of  consideration  ?  is  it  of  any  advantage  to  them  to  give 
it  serious  thought  ?  would  any  harm  ensue  if  it  is  not 
duly  regarded  ?  Verily,  there  are  those,  even  the  wise, 
and  the  holy,  and  the  benevolent  who  have  no  doubt 
on  the  subject ;  who  are  strongly  convinced  that  pro- 
per consideration  would  be  attended  with  immense 
benefit ;  aiad  that  the  neglect  of  it  will  be  followed 
with  the  most  fatal  consequences.  But,  what  is  it,  it 
may  be  asked,  to  which  consideration  is  required  ?  In 
reply,  we  say,  truly  we  would  have  no  one  neglect 
their  temporal  interest  and  comfort :  although  indeed 
there  is,  in  general,  little  necessity  for  our  solicitude 
here:  for,  most  persons  do  continually  consider  and 
plan,  and  bend  their  energies  to  obtain  the  necessaries 
and  gratifications  of  this  life.  And,  alas,  multitudes 
have  their  whole  attention,  time,  and  strength  engaged 
in  these  things.  This,  this  is  the  grand  error.  They 
live  as  if  this  world's  good  is  the  only  object  worthy 
their  consideration  and  pursuit.  They  live  as  if  they 
liad  no  immortal  spirit,  as  if  there  were  no  future  state 
to  prepare  for,  as  if  they  had  no  account  to  settle  with 
the  universal  Judge,  as  if  they  would  need  no  refuge 
in  the  time  of  distress  and  affliction,  and  no  solid  hope 
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to  support  them  in  the  prospect  of  death.  The 
meaner,  the  frail,  the  perishing  part  of  their  nature 
engrosses  all  their  care.  The  precious  soul  and  its 
everlasting  Avelfare  are  disregarded,  as  if  unworthy  of 
serious  thought !  Affecting,  deeply  affecting  is  this 
to  those  who  have  been  taught  the  value  of  their  own 
souls  and  the  souls  of  others !  a  sight  enough  to  make 
angels  weep,  and  clothe  the  heavens  with  mourning ! 
Man  intelligent,  man  sinful  and  guilty,  man  hastening 
to  the  bar  of  Grod,  and  to  an  unending  existence  in 
bliss  or  woe ;  affording  no  room  in  his  mind  for  objects 
of  such  deep  solemnity  as  are  these  !  More  than  this, 
it  is  the  disposition  of  most  persons  when  reminded 
of  the  regard  which  should  be  paid  to  the  salvation  of 
the  soul,  to  make  excuses  for  their  conduct ;  while 
perhaps  they  acknowledge  the  truth  and  propriety 
of  the  friendly  admonition.  What  could  be  more 
inconsistent  and  imprudent !  Some  also,  to  get  rid  of 
present  concern,  will  make  to  others  and  to  themselves 
promises  of  future  attention  to  the  most  important 
business.  0  how  earnest  they  propose  one  day  to  be 
in  preparing  for  another  world!  What  can  be  con- 
ceived of  as  more  deceptive  and  dangerous  than  such 
conduct !  It  has  been  the  utter  undoing  for  ever  of 
many.  The  time,  with  them,  never  arrived;  and 
eternity  opened  upon  them  unprepared  to  enter  upon 
it ;  and  they  saw  and  felt  with  unutterable  anguish 
the  madness  of  their  evasions  and  delays  when  it  was 
too  late  to  remedy  their  condition.  The  remark  must 
not  here  be  omitted,  that  the  guilt  of  inconsideration 
is  greatly  aggravated  by  having  at  hand  all  such 
needful  means  and  assistances  as  are  calculated  to 
guide  us  in  the  right  and  sure  way  to  everlasting 
blessedness. 

Consideration  is  essential  to  success  in  any  enter- 
prise for  obtaining  earthly  good.  Without  it  nothing 
can  be  expected  to  prosper.  We  ever  expect  that  the 
thoughtless  and  reckless  will  come  to  poverty.  If  it 
be  so  in  matters  of  this  life,  what  may  we  look  for  if 
there  be  a  willing,  a  wilful  neglect  of  attention  to  the 
affairs  of  the  soul !  What  but  endless  loss  and  ruin 
must  be  the  sure,  the  tremendous  consequence ! 

Consider  then,  reader,  O  consider  thy  position  and 


thy  prospect.  Thou  art  a  subject  of  the  government 
of  Grod,  to  Avhom  thou  art  under  inexpressible  obliga- 
tions, and  before  whom  thou  must  shortly  appear. 
Thou  hast  broken  his  holy  law ;  all  transgression  is 
threatened  with  just  punishment :  thou  canst  neither 
undo  one  offence  thou  hast  committed,  or  by  any  work 
or  suffering  atone  for  its  guilt :  God  in  patience  spares 
thy  life :  thou  art  under  a  dispensation  of  mercy ; 
Christ  has  endured  the  curse  of  the  law  and  the  penalty 
due  to  sin,  that  sinners  truly  believing  in  him  might 
be  saved:  thou  hast  access  to  plenteous  means  of 
grace, — the  word  of  Grod  and  public  instruction ;  and 
thou  mayest  go  to  thy  secret  chamber,  and  there 
confess  thy  guilt,  and  implore  for  thyself  an  interest 
in  the  forgiving  grace  of  Grod,  through  the  merit  of 
his  Son;  and  there  present  thy  petition  for  a  new 
heart,  and  for  grace  to  help  thee  to  walk  in  newness 
of  life;  thou  mayest  there  plead  Grod's  own  invita- 
tions and  promises,  and  expect  their  performance  in 
thine  own  blest  experience :  do  this,  and  it  shall  be 
well  with  thee ;  Grod  will  be  gracious.  Many  now  in 
heaven,  and  many  on  the  way  thither,  have  to  be 
thankful  for  ever  that  they  have  been  induced  to  give 
scope  in  their  mind  for  the  consideration  of  their 
immortal  interest.  This  they  found  it  easy  to  do,  the 
will  being  engaged,  without  in  the  least  degree  neg- 
lecting their  temporal  welfare,  or  denying  themselves 
of  any  innocent  pleasure :  rather  have  they  found 
their  avocations  proceed  more  successfully,  and  their 
lawful  enjoyments  more  sweet  than  before  :  whilst  the 
peace  of  mind  they  have  felt,  and  the  supply  of  divine 
grace  they  have  obtained  by  waiting  upon  God,  have 
borne  them  up  under  manifold  and  heavy  trials  and 
afflictions. 

"  It  may  be  they  will  consider."  O  that  they  may, 
for  their  precious  soul's  sake !  But  it  may  be  they 
will  not.  Some  persons  are  not  at  leisure  to  be  saved ! 
They  deem  our  solicitude  for  them  an  impertinence, 
and  any  effort  we  make  for  their  everlasting  good  an 
intrusion.  Infatuated  mortals !  we  will  mourn  over 
your  self-delusion  and  your  impending  ruin :  we  will 
be  guiltless  of  the  consequences  which  must  assuredly 
follow  your  inconsideration.     By  these  lines  we  would 


faithfully  warn  you,  and  compassionately  exhort  you 
to  "  consider  your  ways,"  and  to  pay  a  suitable  regard 
to  the  things  which  make  for  your  peace,  while  as  yet 
the  opportunity  is  afforded  you. 

And  we  would  say, — "  Call  upon  them  ye  prophets 
of  the  Lord  with  your  pungent  words  of  truth,  to  turn 
to  God  and  live  ;  call  upon  them  ye  apostles  of  Christ 
with  your  winning  accents,  beseeching  them  to  be 
reconciled  to  God ;  call  upon  them  ye  ministers  of  the 
gospel,  with  all  fidelity  and  affection,  to  look  unto 
Him  who  can  save  to  the  uttermost ;  call  upon  theni 
Conscience,  lifting  up  thy  voice  like  a  trumpet,  with  a 
determination  not  to  be  stifled  or  silenced,  but  to  be 
lieard  and  obeyed ;  and  thou  Divine  Almighty  Spirit, 
whose  work  it  is  to  enlighten  the  dark  mind,  to  soften 
and  renew  the  heart,  to  awaken  and  alarm  the  sleeper 
on  the  precipice  of  destruction ;  undeceive  thou  the 
infatuated  creature  who  dreams  that  all  is  well,  who 
runs  the  most  dangerous  risk,  and  who  vainly  fancies 
that  future  happiness  will  follow  of  course,  when  he 
can  no  longer  remain  here,  without  his  anxious  concern 
about  his  safety :  dispose  him  to  think  seriously  with 
what  a  just  as  well  as  gracious  Being  he  has  to  do ; 
incline  him  in  earnest  to  fly  from  the  wrath  to  come ; 
lead  him  to  the  Lamb  of  God,  who  taketh  away  the 
sin  of  the  world;  form  him  anew;  implant  in  his 
breast  true  repentance  and  faith,  which  is  unto  salva- 
tion ;  teach  him  to  pray ;  guide  him  in  the  path  of 
obedience  to  the  commands  of  God,  and  sweetly 
constrain  him,  by  redeeming  love,  to  walk  therein; 
make  him  to  know  what  and  how  many  are  the  peculiar 
privileges,  and  what  the  glorious  prospects  which 
belong  to  none  but  the  seriously-minded." 
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